Favorite Scripture — David Preslar (2021)

Scripture — Book(s) and Chapter(s): é
James 2: 1419 & 2.6 CHRISTIANA

(] LUTHERAN

Followers of Christ,

Scripture passage(s):
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims +o have faith but has vo
deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes
and daily food. 16 Tf one of ou says to them, “Go v peace; keep warm and well fed,” but
does nothing about their physical needs, what good is 147 17 In the same way, faith by
itself, if it is ot accompanied by action, is dead.

1% But someone will say, Yo have faith; T have deeds.” Show me vour faith without
deeds, and T will show o my faith by my deeds.
20 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

Why this is my favorite scripture:

As a follower of Jesus and in am effort +o live my life more like His, T have come +o
mwiderstand that it is not evough just to proclaim my faith without taking action. Jesus
was all abount love and love v action. He demonstrated that love by becoming a servant to
all. He always placed others veeds before his own. He +took the lowest servant position by
washing His disciple’s feet, and thew suffering the umility of dying on the cross, giving
His life in order +o wash our sius away (a servant +o all). He shared and demonstrated
what we need to do as believers and how we should live through His words and actions.
He +ells us in Matthew 2.2 27 that the +wo greatest commandments are +o love God,
ovd love others. Then in Matthew 25:25-45 He goes on o instruct us on how we should
do that by serving those v need. T read these passages and T realize that T fail at
meeting Jesus’ expectations every day, but T continue to work diligently and strive o be
more like Him! Using His words and actions as the model for going to life.

Ask vourself, do my actions demonstrate my faith? The good vews is if it doesu't, Jesus is
waiting on you to take that first step and reminding vou that He will be there +o
comfort and encourage vou throughout vour journey. But if you're asking vourself what
does loving like Jesus look like? “Each one of us needs to look after the good of the people
around us, asking ourselves, ‘How can T help?” (Romans 15:2.). Look for how Jesus may
be in vour life disguised as a harting person. He may be at the water cooler on Wonday
mornivg. He may be at the soccer agame. He may be the person behind you in the grocery
store line. He may be the most unlovable person you know who is carrying a deep hart, Tf
you want o serve Jesus, then start by showivg up for the hurting people around vou.

Romans 1213 says, “When God’s children are v veed, you be the one +o help thewm out.”
There are many people n our church, your neighboriood, and even family who are workivg
to put food on the table. Widows who are lonely in their empty houses, students who are
overwhelmed by life in a pandemic. Ask yourself, how can I love them like Jesus today?
What can T do to ease their hurt and burdens?

What it provides to me:

Hope, strength, encouranement, faith, auidavce, focus, direction, humility

What | hope it brings to others:

Dear heavenly father, let my words and actions be a reflection of vour Son our Savior

Jesus Christ v all T do and say. Let Your spirit remind me that my life is about serving
and vot being served. Let qour spirit shive through me as a light for others to follow.
Amen






